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Technical Liaison Committee Minutes 

June 28, 2017, 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Player’s Lounge, 13 Coins Restaurant, Bellevue WA 

Attendees:  Jim Harbertson (ASEV Board), Mari Kirrane (TTB), Karen Block (California Academe), John 

Thorngate (Chair) in person; Tim Ryan (WITAC/FIVS) on phone;  

Regrets:  Allison Jordan (WI/NGWI), Denise Gardner (ASEV-ES), Torey Arvik (Technical Expert), Tom 

Collins (ASEV Board alternate) 

The inaugural face-to-face meeting of the re-booted Technical Liaison Committee was held in 

conjunction with the 68th ASEV National Conference in Bellevue.   

Updates: 

Wine Institute Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Tim Ryan reported that the 2017 International Wine Technical Summit (IWTS) was held the week of June 

19 in Kirkland WA.  The stated purpose of the Summit is to share best practices, and exchange ideas and 

experiences while fostering a collaborative environment in which to discuss both sound science in wine 

regulation and enforcement, and trade issues of a technical or scientific nature. 

17 economies participated this year; new this year were the Ukraine, Kenya, India and Mexico.  Topics 

covered during the two days included a review of ring tests for total SO2, titratable acidity, ethanol and 

sugar; laboratory accreditation; measurement uncertainty; and expiration date labeling.  The FIVS paper 

on methanol in wine was also presented (https://www.bio-

conferences.org/articles/bioconf/abs/2017/02/bioconf-oiv2017_02028/bioconf-oiv2017_02028.html)  

There was excellent interactions with the new economies present and also between industry and 

government representatives.  The USDA grant to underwrite the IWTS was awarded so the IWTS will 

definitely continue under the auspices of the Commerce Department and the Wine Institute.  The IWTS 

will be open to representatives from the wine industry, whether technical or regulatory and the 

industry.   

Dr. Ryan also reported that activities related to FSMA continue throughout the industry.  The TAC is 

actively monitoring issues pertaining to BPA, glyphosate, and lead.  Menu and nutritional labeling 

remain areas of concern; restaurants are now able to use the USDA database to assign typical values for 

menu purposes. 

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) 

With regards to regulatory matters, Mari Kirrane reported that on January 20, 2017, President Trump 

issued an Executive Memorandum asking that agencies forgo publication of any regulation until a 

Department or agency head appointed or designated by the President after noon on January 20, 2017, 

https://www.bio-conferences.org/articles/bioconf/abs/2017/02/bioconf-oiv2017_02028/bioconf-oiv2017_02028.html
https://www.bio-conferences.org/articles/bioconf/abs/2017/02/bioconf-oiv2017_02028/bioconf-oiv2017_02028.html
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reviews and approves the regulation.  Exceptions are made for regulations that address emergency 

situations or other urgent circumstances relating to health, safety, financial, or national security 

matters.  Also excluded from the reach of the regulatory freeze are regulations that are subject to 

statutory or judicial deadlines. 

On January 30, 2017, President Trump issued an Executive Order on Reducing Regulation and 

Controlling Regulatory Costs.  The E.O. states that whenever an executive department or agency publicly 

proposes for notice and comment or otherwise promulgates a new regulation, it must identify at least 

two existing regulations to be repealed.  Furthermore, for FY 2017, agencies are directed that the total 

incremental cost of all new regulations, including repealed regulations, to be finalized this year shall be 

no greater than zero, unless otherwise required by law or consistent with advice provided by the 

Director of the Office of Management and Budget.  Additionally, any new incremental costs associated 

with new regulations shall, to the extent permitted by law, be offset by the elimination of existing costs 

associated with at least two prior regulations. 

With regards to rulemaking activities, Ms. Kirrane reported that on the implementation of the PATH Act 

Provisions Relating to Tax Due Dates, Bond Requirements, and Hard Cider.  On December 18, 2015, then 

President Obama signed into law the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 (PATH Act).  The 

PATH Act contains changes to certain statutory provisions that TTB administers in the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 (IRC) regarding excise tax due dates, bond requirements, and the definition of wine eligible 

for the hard cider tax rate (see 26 U.S.C. 5061, 5551, and 5041, respectively).  These amendments took 

effect on January 1, 2017.  TTB is implementing these changes through two separate rulemaking 

projects.  

Recently published and upcoming Proposed Regulatory Actions include the Use of American Viticultural 

Area Names as Appellations of Origin on Wine Labels:  On February 9, 2015, TTB published this notice of 

proposed rulemaking to permit the use of American Viticultural Area (AVA) names as appellations of 

origin on labels for wines that are fully finished in a State adjacent to the State in which the AVA is 

located.  Current regulations require wines labeled with an AVA as an appellation of origin to be fully 

finished within the same State as the AVA, similar to the current requirements for labeling a wine with a 

State as an appellation of origin.   

With regards to proposed revisions to wine labeling and recordkeeping requirements:  On June 22, 

2016, TTB published a notice of proposed rulemaking, Notice 160, proposing to amend its labeling and 

recordkeeping regulations in 27 CFR part 24 to provide that any standard grape wine containing 7 

percent or more alcohol by volume that is covered by a certificate of exemption from label approval 

may be labeled with a varietal (grape type) designation, a type designation of varietal significance, a 

vintage date, or an appellation of origin only if the wine is labeled in compliance with the standards set 

forth in the appropriate sections of 27 CFR part 4 for that label information.  TTB also proposed to 

amend its part 4 wine labeling regulations to include a reference to the new part 24 requirement.  TTB 

undertook this rulemaking in response to concerns raised by wine industry members and members of 

Congress regarding the accuracy of label information on certain wines covered by certificates of 

exemption from label approval, particularly regarding the labeling of certain wines that may not meet 

the part 4 regulatory requirements for using American Viticultural Area (AVA) names.  The public 

comment period originally closed on August 22, 2016.  However, due to requests from two wine trade 

associations, TTB reopened the comment period for an additional 90 days, which closed on December 7, 
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2016.  Because TTB has received several requests to extend the comment period again, the agency is 

considering another reopening of the comment period. 

Wine Treating Materials:  TTB is proposing additional treatments for wine production and is soliciting 

comments on the proposed new treatments as well as other potential changes to TTB’s wine-treating 

regulations.  Treatments for which industry members have petitioned include yeast nutrients and 

removal of water from wine by reverse osmosis.  Regulatory acceptance of these treatments can result 

in domestic wines that use these treatments being accepted for importation in certain countries.  TTB 

published the NPRM on November 22, 2016.  The comment period closed January 23, 2017.  Because 

TTB has received requests to extend the comment period, the agency is planning on reopening the 

comment period. 

New Grape Variety Names for American Wines:  On November 17, 2016, TTB published a notice of 

proposed rulemaking, Notice No. 165, proposing the addition of a number of new names to its 

regulatory list of grape variety names approved for use in designating American wines.  Wineries and 

grape growers petitioned TTB to use the proposed names.  The proposed additions will allow wine 

bottlers to use the new grape names on wine labels and in wine advertisements. 

Modernization of the Alcohol Beverage Labeling and Advertising Regulations (27 CFR parts 4, 5, 7, and 

14):  The Federal Alcohol Administration Act requires that alcohol beverages introduced in interstate or 

foreign commerce have a label issued and approved under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 

the Treasury.  TTB is undertaking a project to revise the regulations concerning the approval of labels for 

wine, distilled spirits, and malt beverages to reorganize and recodify these regulations to simplify and to 

clarify regulatory standards, to incorporate guidance documents and current policy into the regulations, 

and to reduce the regulatory burden on industry members where possible.  These updates would help 

domestic producers, importers, and other industry members understand and comply with the labeling 

requirements and the label approval process. 

Labeling Wines with Added Spirits:  TTB plans to amend the wine labeling regulations to allow fortified 

wines to be labeled with statements which indicate the presence of distilled spirits.  Currently the 

regulations prohibit statements which indicate that a wine contains distilled spirits, even when such 

statements are true.  The proposal, the result of a petition from the Sweet and Fortified Wine 

Association, will allow winemakers to provide additional information to consumers about their wines, 

while still providing consumers with adequate and non-misleading information about the identity of the 

products they purchase. 

Finally, TTB’s Public Guidance Program – FY 2016 and 2017 Publications and Updates include: 

TTB Industry Circular 2016-2, Internal Revenue Code Amendments Eliminating Bond Requirements and 

Adding Annual Tax Return Periods for Eligible Alcohol Taxpayers:  This industry circular was published 

December 30, 2016, and provides guidance regarding a change in tax return due dates and the removal 

of bond requirements for certain eligible taxpayers who pay taxes below certain maximum amounts on 

distilled spirits, wine, and beer.  These changes result from the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act 

of 2015 (PATH Act), and took effect on January 1, 2017. 

TTB Industry Circular 2017-1, Levels of Lead in Wine:  On January 13, 2017, the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) withdrew its 1991 guidance to TTB regarding whether particular table wine 
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products containing more than 300 parts per billion (ppb) of lead meet the standards for adulteration 

under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.  FDA has gained a greater understanding of the health risks 

associated with lead exposure, and recent data on lead in wine indicate levels well below 300 ppb are 

achievable through the use of good manufacturing practices.  On the same date (January 13, 2017), TTB 

published an Industry Circular to inform industry members and to withdraw an Industry Circular it issued 

in 1991 to implement this guidance.  FDA will continue to advise TTB on a case-by-case basis regarding 

levels of lead in wine, pursuant to the memorandum of understanding between the two agencies.  TTB 

will alert FDA of any alcohol beverage with at least 200 ppb lead. 

TTB Industry Circular on the Hard Cider Tax Rate:  TTB plans to issue an Industry Circular with 

information for industry members who wish to take advantage of recent changes broadening the 

applicability of the hard cider tax rate.  Generally, the hard cider tax rate is lower than the tax rate for 

other wines.  Changes made to the criteria for the hard cider tax rate by the Protecting Americans from 

Tax Hikes Act of 2015 (PATH Act) became effective January 1, 2017. 

Hemp Policy:  TTB-regulated industries have shown increasing interest in producing alcohol products 

containing cannabis (i.e., marijuana and/or industrial hemp) and its derivatives.  TTB continues to 

adhere to the hemp policy published on April 3, 2000, by its predecessor, ATF, and may approve the use 

of certain ingredients made from sterilized hemp seeds or mature hemp stalks, which are exempt from 

the definition of marijuana under the Controlled Substances Act (CSA), in the production of alcohol 

beverages under limited circumstances.  Among other things, TTB will not approve any formulas or 

labels for alcohol beverage products which contain a controlled substance. 

 In March, the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) issued a clarification that reiterated its 

position that cannabidiol (CBD) as a controlled substance.  In its clarification, DEA explained 

that CBD is not found in the stalks or seeds of the cannabis plant (which are the parts 

excluded from the definition of marijuana in the CSA) except in trace amounts, and 

therefore it is not practical to make a CBD extract that is not a Schedule I controlled 

substance – which means that it cannot be added to an alcohol beverage product under 

TTB’s hemp policy.  TTB defers to DEA in its interpretation of the CSA. 

 The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) also recently issued clarification on the legal status 

of CBD in food products under the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act). On its 

webpage, FDA states that it is a prohibited act to introduce foods into interstate commerce 

to which CBD has been added because CBD is the subject of “substantial clinical 

investigations.”  TTB defers to FDA on questions regarding the safety and lawfulness of 

ingredients added to alcohol beverages and on compliance with the FD&C Act. 

Pinot Noir from Languedoc-Roussillon:  TTB recently published TTB Industry Circular 2017-3, which 

serves as notice that, effective immediately, we are no longer requiring importers of certain bottled or 

bulk wine from the Languedoc-Roussillon region of France to obtain a declaration from the Government 

of France. 

Finally, with regards to FDA updates, Ms. Kirrane reiterated that the FDA has begun FSMA inspections of 

wine-production facilities, most if not all of these inspections being unannounced.  There has been no 

further activity regarding allergen labeling. 

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/schedules/marijuana/m_extract_7350.html
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm421168.htm#dietsuppsexclude
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California 

Karen Block reported that Dr. Ben Montpetit was hired this past year as the new microbiology assistant 

professor in the Department of Viticulture and Enology:  https://montpetitlab.wordpress.com/ben-

montpetit/  The next faculty recruitment, interviewing in the fall, is for a position focused on Crop Sensing 

and Automation.  Finally, following that recruitment, interviewing during the Winter quarter, will be a faculty 

member researching Plant Water Relations.  The Department has asked for a Plant Biochemist, but that 

position has not yet been released.  In other personnel news, Paul Verdegaal, San Joaquin County Farm 

Advisor, is planning to retire; Lindsay Jordan has left the UCCE (Madera, Mariposa, and Merced Counties) for 

industry and Allison Ferry UCCE (Tulare County) has departed as well. 

Dr. Block noted that the next four On the Road events, organized by the Department to present current 

research and information on various topics to wine and winegrape industry professionals, will be held in 

the Foothills (October 2017), Tulare and Santa Cruz (February 2018), and Temecula (March 2018). 

John Thorngate reported that the California State University, Fresno, had recently hired Dr. Miguel Pedroza 

and Dr. Qun Sun, both as Assistant Professor of Enology.  In June the Viticulture and Enology program also 

announced a new search for Department Chair and Research Center Director.  The Fresno State Winemaker 

position is also open.  Dr. Thorngate also reported that the Wine & Viticulture program at California 

Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo had undergone an outside program review last fall. 

 

Pacific Northwest 

Jim Harbertson reported that the search for the new Dean of the College of Agriculture, Human and 

Natural Resource Sciences, Washington State University continues following a failed first search; the hire 

will replace Dean Ron Mittelhammer who is retiring.  In other administrative news the current Chancellor of 

the TriCities campus, Keith Moo-Young, has stepped down but is staying on for a year until a 

replacement is found. 

In faculty news, Dr. Harbertson reported that Dr. John Fellman is retiring from WSU and Dr. Chris Curtin 

was hired last year into a tenure track position at Oregon State University in the Food Science & 

Technology Department. 

The WSU Viticulture & Enology group has created two outreach programs:  WAVE (Washington 

Advancements in Viticulture and Enology) and WAVEx to showcase WSU wine research and carry out 

extension road show work, respectively.  Additional information on both programs can be found 

at https://www.washingtonwine.org/research/wave.  

The V&E program at WSU has also approved that the final two years of the curriculum be instructed to 

the students at the TriCities campus.  

Funding for research in Washington State now totals around $1M; most of that is directed towards WSU 

research.  The funding comes from Washington State Wine, the Auction of Washington Wines, the WSU 

Agriculture Research Center and the State liter sales tax. 

 

https://montpetitlab.wordpress.com/ben-montpetit/
https://montpetitlab.wordpress.com/ben-montpetit/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.washingtonwine.org_research_wave&d=DwMGaQ&c=kqD9Q09X0_hF3XfnL01GEfIkP9-W7TXn6puQBrgMIlo&r=LgUJNcb8K5b6PERDI83rf-DrDx4GFXqEPXYm-wF8-jE&m=-0YANWtvbETlJlneWU8JNcz5x7cnqAq4s7NotS_3twM&s=Rb2OUpMxc0dTad_prY_EtrEz_zVESqZ6jg6qi7lgPKg&e=
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The meeting adjourned promptly at 1:30 p.m. 


